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leos 18 the lcast developed state in Indochina.
telnous and densely wooded. .

Saravane, in southerm Is0s. is in the ceanter of the
ralsed ia this ures.

A series of sw.ll forts make it possible to drive ir
Sedone during the deay. Seraverne bas & few stucco bu
As of 195k 1t 1s headquarters tor o small detactment
ed by French officers.

Freanch supply convoys uge the xoed along the Mekong
making three trips & week. The Jungle has been cut
the sildes of the road to decremse the possibilities
patrols.

The road is open ot seven in the morning and ell t1:

Savannekhet 1s not only a road terminus , but is also
up and down the Mekong and across it by ferry to Thai
large Chinese community of treders end hotel keepers

The road running east fram Sevannekhet towards the o
French. There aje also & series of smoll forts alon
together so that the sound of small-srme Tire at one

Some of these forts have radio communicetion feclilit
understand that at one time these forta communicated
on large gongs. This practice was given up when the
their own in the .]ungle.
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Zr ee.t deal of 1t 15 moun-

tea country. Cocoa it also

t0 Seravane from Khong-
;u.dinga. the rest are bamboo,
T leotian troops, command-

|0
1
ut‘p to Savannekhet, normally
ba.ck ebout 200 yards from

Df\ ambush by Viet Minh

'.‘f."lc stops at sundown.

the hub of river traffic
{land. Sevannakhet hag a

a&t 1s patrolled by the
4 this road, close enough
can be heard at the next.
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with cach other by beating
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s aotivitles fraem Thaliland to
River fram Sevarnsklet, Thers is o god
s Muang lazhon Phancm, <4zectly &

2 a8 rzad running castwosrd g Thoakhdk fn

iWhen the Makzong Biver fs high Moo ot et floid cloge, targe traffic ip poosie
ble froc Savanpakhet to Vieztiame. Thepe barges ore stokt 60 Zeet iz length

imd fr& 10-15 feet in Teax., Guing upstrean five ¢ six{tars=s ere pulled ty
‘ooe w233 Turning tug anl a3 zany as 15 pulled by cne < mgireus Tke

Thuu, Thailard,

‘When the river 4s %ligh, rafts =P bashbio as Tuth as & =il 8> floate.
!down. ths Mekong.
Vientiane s Lotk & river 4erTirus and the corthern end ‘t e road frox Udon

’I‘he.-: is & road frox Vieztiars :—.‘.r'une north to Luang Prabang but this has beea
leut for sevearal years. Cozmunicatlon between Vientiene and Luang Pradang is
Rl SARY,

Py

either ty air cr ty river dzat when the Mekong is high. ‘

: |

AJJ. the hcugas neer the river tark in Vientiane are t:u:.l?r on otilts as the rivs
ler riges out of its tanks for game distance. At flood stage the Mckorg 41s as
ouch &g two oiles wide. There are four or f2ive ptuccce houses in Vientiane and

the r=mainder are wade ot Lenkwood.

The docking facilitisa at Vientiane are very primitive. There are no permanent
dovke. The barges are wil-aded vty oiaoply running them up on the Lank of the
river or tyling *then to piles driven in the mud and building wooden rarmps from
the gide of the ship t- Lhe shire.

Becmuse of the seascnal rature of river traffic, gusoline and diecel Tuel are
flowm inty Visntiezs Trom the sauth. As 6 resuld fuel storage tanks ere located

at the sirport.

frim the airfield, located norihwest of the town, un asphelt paved roed ruas in-
o Vientiane, Thi= is the ornly part of the Vientizme-l.uahg Pratun; Road still
in use.

A d1:l road pazmil:ls the Mekong and runs from one end of Vientilaure t. the cther.
At the western end ~f 47wm 4he rcad fizzles out in the Jqule. Tc the east the

roud Thune o A ferty which crosses the Mezkong to llong Khai, Thailand.

This fexrry 1s cpernt-d ty a Chinese and i3 powered by two puthoard motors. 1t hag

a rarp in the tow which lowers 1o lowsd and unload passengers and vehicles. This
ferry can carry a small 4rick tut 18 used largely for pasbenger traffic. The
fare 18 three times ac riath from Lacs 1o Thallend os %t 1s fror Thailand to Lacs.
There are no permancnt Trrrv clips; the ferry simply zuns|up on the trank.

1' saw very few outis or tru. ks in Vientdanc and these wcrf small, old, or both.

Vientiane also has fts own radis stetion supplied by the Us complete with gener-
ating equ!pment. The trensmitter wos lccated at the airfield but T telieve it
hes recently bteen moved as the transnitting tower proved to te & hozard to low
flying alrcraft.

The US mliesion als> gsupplied & number of radio recelver sets to villages in the
surcounding erea. These sets were excellent but too complicated for the Laotians
to operate and uttempts ure bheidng made to simplify this cluiyment.

There 13 & szall hospltad in Vientisve which was built by|the French. It 48
gtaffed with both French und Iastien doctors /who received their medicel trein-
ing in Fr/mcj I believa the brspltal has itson electric gencrating equip-
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There is & public market every day in Vierntiane which takes place in the town
square. This market ccnsists cf a grest many small open standec where local
produce can be bought or dbartered for. I also savw scoe locally woven cloth of
gold and -1lver thread as well as silver Jjevelry and ornacents.

The cnly restawrant in Vientiarne overlooks the town square. It is partially
owned by a Frenchman, whese name I éo not recall, and the food i1s terrible,

The laotians are not as anti-Frerch as either the Vietnamese or the Cambodians.
lacs 18 ruled ostensidbly by a King aad & cebinet of ministers, all of royal
blood. Bowever in the laotian Govermment therc are three Freaclmen to every
Laotian; and to each cabinet minister,at least one French advisor.

I frankly do not beldeve that the Laotians much care whether they arc ruled by
the French or the Viet Minh. As long as scmebody feedsthem and looks after them
they are not particularly interested in what his politicc are.

There are & number of mineral deposits in leaos south of Xieng Khouang, including
coal, silver and iron., However the terraiun 1is so rugged and the native popula=
tion so manergetic that little has been done to develop these mineral resources.

Ao far as I know there is no railroad in Laos at the present time. TFor any
large scale development of these mineral resourc~s & rallroad would have to he
buillt. Because of the rugged topography this road would presumabdly be built
from the railhead in Thailand at Udon Thani.

I believe that prior to World Wer II there was considerable interest shown by
Japanegse £irms in developing these resources in laog.and I understaond that the
Japanese would like to renew their efforts. . .

I do not believe that the French would obJect to a Japenese proposal to build
a railroad into Iacs from Thalland: 8ince the French control the Laotian Gov=-

ernment they would be able to take a cut of eny minexral weelth brought cut of
Laos without having to expesnd any French capitel in the process.

=end=
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